COOK COUNTY ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE ORI DNANCE
Section 1. Tax | nposed

A tax is hereby inposed on the retail sale in Cook County
of all alcoholic beverages. Such tax is to be paid by the
pur chaser and nothing in this O dinance shall be construed to
i npose a tax upon the occupation of retail or whol esale
al cohol i ¢ beverage dealers. This tax shall be | evied according
to the foll owi ng schedul e:

(a) Alcoholic beverages other than beer, containing
14% or | ess al cohol by volune, a tax at the rate
of sixteen cents ($.16) per gallon or the pro
rata portion thereof.

(b) Alcoholic beverages containing nore than 14% and
| ess than 20% al cohol by volume, a tax at the
rate of thirty cents($.30) per gallon or the pro rata
portion thereof.

(c) Alcoholic beverages containing 20% or nore
al cohol by volume, a tax at the rate of two
dollars $2.00 per gallon or the pro rata portion
t her eof .

(d) Beer, atax at the rate of six cents ($.06) per
gallon or the pro rata portion thereof.

The ultimate incidence of and liability for paynment of
the tax herein levied is to be borne by the consumer of
sai d al coholic beverages.

It shall be deened a violation of this Odinance for a
retail alcoholic beverage dealer to fail to include the tax
i nposed herein in the sale price of the al coholic beverage or to
ot herwi se absorb such tax. The tax herein levied shall be in
addition to any and all other taxes.

Except as provisions are made in this Odinance for the
collection of the tax herein | evied upon the sale of alcoholic
beverages in the possession of retail dealers of alcoholic
beverages on the effective date of this O dinance, the tax
herein | evied shall be collected by each whol esal e deal er of
al cohol i ¢ beverages who sells al coholic beverages to a retai
deal er of al coholic beverages doi ng busi ness in Cook County.

Any whol esal e al coholic beverage deal er who shall pay the
tax levied by this Ordinance to the Department shall collect the
tax fromany retail alcoholic beverage dealer to a retail alco-
holi ¢ beverage dealer shall in turn then collect the tax from
the purchaser of said al coholic beverages. The tax shall be
paid to the person required to collect it as trustee for an on
account of the County of Cook.
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Section 2. Deal er Registration

A person becom ng a whol esal e al coholic beverage deal er
after adoption of this Odinance shall register with the Depart-
ment within twenty (20) days after the commencenent of busi ness.
Whol esal e al coholic beverage dealers shall file each nonth with
the Departnent a report of sales of alcoholic beverages in such
formas prescribed and furnished by the Departnent. Such report
of sales nust be mailed in sufficient tine to be postmarked on
or before the fifteenth (15) day fromthe | ast day of the nonth
for which the return is due. Each report of sales of alcoholic
beverages shall be acconpanied by a remttance of the
appropriate anount of tax applicable to the sales reported. The
remttance shall be nade payable to the Cook County Col |l ector

Section 3. Rule Mking
The Departnent shall prescribe reasonable rules,

definitions, and regulations to carry out the duties inposed
upon it by this Ordinance. Such rules, definitions, and

regul ati ons shall in- clude, but not be linmted to, reasonable
procedures consistent with existing practices in the whol esal e
and retail liquor industry, for collection and rem ttance of the

tax herein |l evied upon the consuner of al coholic beverages.

The Departnent may appoi nt whol esal e deal ers of al coholic
beverages and any other person within or w thout the County of
Cook as agents for the tax herein levied. The Departnent is
hereby authorized to grant a commi ssi on not exceedi ng one-half
of one percent (0.5% of the tax due to the County of Cook to
such agent for services rendered in connection with the tax
herein |l evied provided said tax is remtted, in full, by the due
dat e.

If any business selling liquor at the retail |evel shal
receive |iquor upon which no tax has been collected by the
distributor or supplier, then the retail operator shall coll ect
such tax and remt it directly to the Departnment within thirty
(30) days of receipt of such liquor.

Section 4. (Repeal ed)
Section 4.1 Sei zure and Sal e

Whenever any duly authorized representative of the Depart-
ment di scovers any al coholic beverages subject to the tax herein
| evied and upon which the tax has not been paid in accordance
with provisions of this Odinance, such representative is hereby
aut hori zed and enpowered forthwith to seize and take possession
of such al coholic beverages which shall be deemed to be
forfeited to Cook County. The Director of the Departnent may
within a reasonable tine thereafter, by a public notice given at
| east five (5) days before the day of sale, sell such forfeited
al cohol i ¢ beverages at a public sale and pay the proceeds into
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the Treasury of the County of Cook. 1In the alternative, the
Director of the Departnent on reasonable notice, my permt the
person from whom sai d al coholic beverages were seized to redeem
sane by paynment of the tax due together with a penalty of fifty
percent (50%,thereof, and the cost incurred in such

proceedi ngs, provided, however, that such seizure and sale or
redenpti on shall not be deened to relieve any person fromfine
or inprisonnent provided herein for violation of any provision
of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Penal ti es

Any violation of this Odinance shall be punishable by a
fine of not | ess than $100.00 and not nore than $1, 000.00 or
i nprisonnent for a period not to exceed six (6) nonths, or by
both such fine and inprisonnent. It shall be deened a violation
of this Ordinance for any person knowingly to furnish false or
i naccurate information as required herein. Crimnal prosecution
pursuant to this O dinance shall in no way bar the right of Cook
County to institute civil proceedings to recover delinquent
taxes, interests and penalty due and owing as well as costs
i ncurred for such proceeding. Civil penalties assessed pursuant
to this Odinance shall not exceed $500.00 for each offense.
For
the purpose of this Ordinance, interest shall be conputed at the
rate provided in the Cook County Uniform Penalty, Interest and
Procedures Ordi nance. The tax herein required to be coll ected
by any wholesale or retail deal er pursuant to this O dinance
shal|l constitute a debt owed by such deal er to Cook County.

Section 6.

The tax inposed by this Ordinance is in addition to al
ot her taxes inposed by the Government of the United States, the
State of Illinois, or by any unit of |ocal governnent.

Section 7.

The tax inposed by this Ordinance shall not apply to sales
of al coholic beverages wherein the purchaser is a passenger on
an inter-state carrier nor shall this tax apply to the extent it
woul d violate the United States’ Constitution or the
Constitution of the State of I|llinois. Further, the tax herein
| evied shall not apply to wine intended for use and used by any
church or religious organization for sacranental purposes,
provi ded that such w ne shall be purchased |egally under the
laws of Illinois and the United States; but no exenption from
this tax is permtted with respect to wine sold to private
persons for such purposes.

Section 8. Short Title - Definitions

This Ordinance may be cited as the Cook County Retail Sale
of Al coholic Beverages Tax O di nance.
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DEFI NI TI ONS: For the purpose of this O dinance,
whenever any of the followi ng words, ternms or definitions are
used herein, they shall have a nmeaning ascribed to themin this
Secti on:

(a) ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE: "Al cohol i c Beverage" includes
al cohol spirits, wine and beer and any liquid or solid, patented
or not, containing alcohol, spirits, wine, or beer, and capable
of being consuned as a beverage by a human being. The
provi sions of this Odinance shall not apply to al cohol used in
the manu- facture of denatured al cohol produced in accordance
with Acts of Congress and regul ati ons pronul gated thereunder,
nor to any liquid or solid containing one-half of one percent or
| ess of al cohol by vol une.

(b) PERSON: Means any natural person, trust, court
appoi nted representati ve, syndicate, association, partnershinp,
firm club, conpany, corporation, business trust, institution,
agency, government corporation, municipal corporation, district
or other political subdivision, contractor, supplier, vendor,
vendee, operator, user or owner or any officers, agents, enploy-
ees, or other representatives acting either for hinself or for
any other person in any capacity or any other entity recognized
by | aw as the subject of rights and duties; the masculine, fem -
nine, singular or plural, is included in any circunstances.

(c) RETAIL ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE DEALER: Any person who
engages in the business of selling alcoholic beverages in the
County of Cook to a purchaser for use or consunption, and not
for resale in any form

(d) WHOLESALE ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE DEALER:  Any person who
engages in the business of selling or supplying al coholic bever-
ages to any person for resale in the County of Cook.

(e) SALE, RESALE, SELLING Any transfer of ownership or
possessi on or both, exchange or barter, conditional or
ot herwi se, in any manner or by any neans what soever for a
val uabl e consider- ation.

(f) DEPARTMENT: Departnent of Revenue in the Bureau of
Fi nance of Cook County.

(g) COUNTY BOARD: Board of Comm ssioners of Cook County.

(h)  ALCOHCOL: "Al cohol"™ neans the product of distillation
of any fermented |liquid, whether rectified or diluted, whatever
may be the origin thereof, and includes synthetic ethyl alcohol.
It does not include denatured al cohol or wood al cohol.

(i) SPIRITS: "Spirits" nmeans any beverage which
contai ns al cohol obtained by distillation, mxed with water or
ot her substances in solution, and includes brandy, rum whiskey,
gin or other spirituous liquors, and such Iiquors when
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rectified, blended or otherwi se m xed with al cohol or other
subst ances.

(j) WNE "Wne" neans any al coholic beverage obtai ned by
the fernentation of the natural contents of fruits, or
veget abl es, contai ni ng sugar, including such beverages when
fortified by the addition of alcohol or spirits, as above
defi ned.

(k) BEER "Beer" neans a beverage obtained by the
al coholic fernmentation of an infusion or concoction of barley,
or other grain, malt, and hops in water, and includes, anong
ot her things, beer, ale, stout, |ager beer, porter and the I|ike.

Section 9.

If any one or nore of the provisions of this Odinance is
decl ared unconstitutional or the application, thereof, is held
invalid the validity of the remainder of this Odinance and the
application of such provisions to other persons and
ci rcunstances shall not be affected thereby.

Section 10.

This Ordi nance shall take effect and be in force on July
1, 1975.
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